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Meeting 
The meeting was held in Canada Hill School on Thursday 26th September 2013 at 7.30pm. 
Hosted by Michael Simmons, Chair of the Parish Council and Neighbourhood Planning 
Sub-Committee, it lasted until 9pm. Parish Councillors Ann Hall and Harry Godwin 
assisted the event and Cllr Barry Long attended.  
 
 
Attendance 
Attendance at the event exceeded expectations with a head count of 57, not including the 
organisers. 
 
Questionnaire 
A questionnaire was provided to every attendee of the meeting, the results below show 
both the actual number with their percentage in brackets afterwards. 
 
Of the 57 in attendance, 45 (79%) questionnaires were returned either complete, or half-
completed.  
 
1. What is your association with Ogwell? 
 

• All 45 were residents with 8 involved in the village in additional capacities. 
 
2. How long have you been associated with Ogwell? 
 

• The majority of responders had lived in the village for over 15 years (16, 35%). The 
next largest group had lived here between 1 & 5 years (13, 29%). 8 (18%) lived 
here 5 - 10 years, 7 (16%) lived here 10 - 15 years and only 1 (2%) less than a 
year, 

 
3. Are you now aware of the aims of a ‘Neighbourhood Plan’? 
 

• 22 (49%) responded solely with a ‘Yes’. 10 (22%) responded with a ‘No’. 13 (29%) 
responded that they would indeed like more information. 

 
4. Are you aware of the Ogwell Parish Plan? 
 

• 29 (64%) were aware of the Parish Plan, 16 (36%) were not, a couple commenting 
that they would pick up a copy on their way out of the meeting. 
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5. Do you think Ogwell would benefit from a Neighbourhood Plan? Please tick all that 
apply. 
 

• Yes, we need more housing: 1(2%) 
• Yes, but not if it spoils Ogwell: 21 (47%) 
• Yes, we need more facilities: 19 (42%) left comments, listed in Appendix 1. 
• Yes, protection from development: 17 (38%) 
• Not sure, don’t know what it entails: 6 (13%) 
• No, I do not think it will: 3 (7%) 

 

 
 
 

6. Please supply your postcode 
 

• 43 (96%) of the 45 provided their postcode. 
 
 
 



Ogwell Neighbourhood Planning  
Meeting 26 September 2013 

 
Questionnaire Results Report 

 
 
 

 3 

 
7. As Ogwell evolves into the 21st Century, in what ways can it continue to sustain 
you, your family, friends or business? Please tick all that apply. 
 

• Improve traffic calming: 19 (42%) 
• Canada Hill footpath: 25 (56%) 
• Improve youth facilities: 15 (33%) 
• Reduce litter: 14 (31%) 
• Better maintain green spaces: 17 (38%) 
• Improve parking: 13 (29%) 
• Energy generation: 8 (18%) 
• Other: 4 (9%) See Appendix 2 for comments 
• Better community facilities: 18 (40%) 
• Better schools: 3 (7%) 
• Better internet access: 12 (27%) 
• Affordable housing: 4 (9%) 
• Energy efficiency: 10 (22%) 
• Better transport links: 9 (20%) 
• Business space: 1 (2%) 
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8. Would you be happy to attend further events/learn more? (1 least likely, 5 most) 
 

• 22 (49%) were most likely to attend further events and learn more, however not all 
of these provided the necessary contact details. A further 9 (20%) were also likely 
to attend or learn more. 8 (18%) were in the middle, perhaps undecided and only 1 
(2%) was unlikely to attend anything further. 0 responded with the least likely 
option. 
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9. If you live in Ogwell & would like to help shape your village, either by looking 
at/working on a specific topic or by working together as part of a group to advance 
a Neighbourhood Plan then please supply your contact details below. 
 

• Of the 32 (71%) that did leave contact addresses, 28 left e-mail addresses in 
addition to postal addresses and phone numbers. 

 
 
10. Any Comments? 
 

• 12 (27%) responders left comments, see Appendix  
 
 
Neighbourhood Planning Meeting Questionnaire Results Analysis 
 
1. What is your association with Ogwell? 
 
We had a good response to the meeting, more than we had anticipated. Trouble arose 
through a printing error, and suggests we lost 10 responses (if all 57 attendees were to 
have filled in questionnaires).  
All attendees were expected to be residents of the parish as we only advertised the 
meeting within the parish via the newsletter and posters, and Neighbourhood Planning is 
primarily a resident’s concern. 
 
2. How long have you been associated with Ogwell? 
 
We had a good mixture of long-term and newer residents at the meeting, showing that 
Neighbourhood Planning is important to all. A few of the long-term residents were new 
faces to me, so either the shock-signage tactics (‘supermarket here?’ ‘newton abbot 
suburb?’) worked, or it was a case of accessibility - being located in the school meant 
more could walk to us without having to navigate the lanes. This highlights the need for a 
meeting place in the larger part of the village for when the school is unavailable to our 
needs.  
 
3. Are you now aware of the aims of a ‘Neighbourhood Plan’? 
 
Nearly half attendees are now aware of the aims, which is a good result considering the 
complex issue of Neighbourhood Planning and the multitude of aspects it covers. 13 want 
more information, showing they are actively thinking about the Planning and are 
considering being a part of it. 
 
4. Are you aware of the Ogwell Parish Plan? 
 
29 (64%) were aware of the Parish Plan, 16 (36%) were not, a couple commenting that 
they would pick up a copy on their way out of the meeting. 
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The Parish Plan is now 5 years old, which may explain why so many were unaware of its 
existence, despite it dominating Spring’s newsletter. Examining the questionnaire 
comments, some of the same needs highlight the needs found in the Parish Plan. 
 
5. Do you think Ogwell would benefit from a Neighbourhood Plan? 
 
Nearly half of responders express concern that the Neighbourhood Plan could potentially 
spoil Ogwell, suggesting that they haven’t fully come to grips with the purpose of a 
Neighbourhood Plan. Perhaps at subsequent meetings we need to explain it clearly and 
simply - the Neighbourhood Plan can’t stop development, instead suggest where 
development would be best suited (i.e. limited negative impact) and what it should look 
like. 
 
The most comments appearing for needing more facilities are: a footpath, a hall/meeting 
place with parking, and community facilities such as a shop and café. Whether these 
needs are entirely the matter of a Neighbourhood Plan is debatable as unless part of a 
proposed development, they won’t be created through a Neighbourhood Plan. It would be 
worthwhile, however, contacting those interested in these areas to form the sub-
committees needed to process the work on getting them up and running (a job, I fear, for 
the Engagement Officers of the Parish Council!). 
 
6. Please supply your postcode. 
 
Everyone supplied TQ12 6 postcodes, suggesting we didn’t trick any outsiders hiding 
within the group! 
 
We also had representation from a broad range of roads across the village. Brownings 
Walk had the most number of attendees.  
 
7. As Ogwell evolves into the 21st Century, in what ways can it continue to sustain 
you, your family, friends or business? Please tick all that apply. 
 

• What stands out here is the footpath with 56% of those questioned ticking it. It has 
been a key issue for the last decade. Thank goodness we are at last making 
progress with it, and the Parish Council will be recognised and respected for the 
change and hard-work we’ve all put in over the last year.  

 
• Traffic calming is also popular (42%), and something that will need to be carefully 

considered during any future development. It is also a continually contentious issue 
around Canada Hill Primary School with those living around the school complaining 
of inability to get out of their drives. As we know, the Parish Council is currently 
working with Devon County Council to investigate solutions to this problem. 

 
• 40% cited they wanted better community facilities, which is something we can 

argue for in future developments and work towards independent of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
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• Internet access will improve greatly within the village next year and we should 

strive to cite this as a success on behalf of the Parish Council and local residents - it 
will improve the image of the Council and our ability to get things done. 

 
• 38% want better-maintained green spaces. This concurs with current projects to 

help maintain the copse on the Green (of which we’ve had 3 register their interest) 
and adopt local verges but we could also look at other potential projects, such as 
adjusting the management of the Green to allow the growth of wild flowers. 

 
• Improving youth facilities (33%) would come with an improved hall. We have 

received offers of help to teach various things, and I’m sure we wouldn’t have to 
search too far to find someone interested in setting up sports groups - the trouble 
would be securing somewhere for them to meet and participate. 

 
• Litter (31%) and Parking (29%) are a nation-wide concern and will be an on-going 

problem of the Parish Council. Solutions may include installing more bins, and 
removing green verges to create parking spaces. 

 
• Other comments included café, village shop, mains gas to Canada Hill and an 

expansion of school capacity.  
 
 
8. Would you be happy to attend further events/learn more? (1 least likely, 5 most) 
 

• 69% are likely to attend further events and learn more suggesting the creation of 
a Neighbourhood Planning Sub-Committee would be worth doing, even allowing for 
residents to drop out because we have 31 people who were able to attend the 
meeting interested, as well as countless others who didn’t attend also expressing 
an interest. Little was said at the meeting of the work involved in creating a 
Neighbourhood Plan so it would be worth having another meeting to go through the 
stages and make those interested aware of the effort involved. A review after that 
meeting would be able to confirm if we have enough residents interested in being 
part of the sub-committee. 

 
9. If you live in Ogwell & would like to help shape your village, either by looking 
at/working on a specific topic or by working together as part of a group to advance 
a Neighbourhood Plan then please supply your contact details below. 
 

• We have 32 contact addresses, as there were a few couples that filled out 2 
questionnaires but share a contact point. 28 provided their e-mail, which makes for 
quicker updates and contact for us the Parish Council to arrange further 
meetings/address any concerns. Some expressed interest in attending future 
events and learning more, but didn’t provide any contact details, so a further 
meeting may have to be publicised around the village for them. This would certainly 
attract people who may not have been to the previous meeting but to prevent losing 
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interest we would have to have a very brief introduction covering the previous 
meeting.  

 
10. Any Comments? 
 
The comments are largely positive and in support of a Neighbourhood Plan with offers 
of help and thanking us for our efforts. 
 
Conclusions 
 
It is in my opinion, having looked at the results of the questionnaire, that we as a parish 
council should pursue the development of a Neighbourhood Plan. There is a large interest 
in the village and considering the short notice of the meeting it was well attended. We 
should begin planning the follow-up meeting and structure it in advance so we can make it 
clear what work is needed on behalf of the sub-committee. This will allow us, after the next 
meeting, to decide whether we have enough confirmed support to create a sub-committee 
or not.  
 
~Cllr Harry Godwin
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Appendix  
Comments 
 
Question 5. ‘Yes we need more facilities’ comments 
 

• Footpath, allotments or CSA group? 
• Village shop, repair the styles, ivy off the trees 
• Footpath, community activities, better pub/café 
• Improved community hall, large enough school to offer children full day pre-school 

facilities 
• Community facilities, better centre, groups, sports/clubs, bigger school for local kids 
• Skate facilities, protected open spaces, facilities for house-bound elderly 
• School/pre-school 
• Yes it enables us to prioritise local community needs 
• A café to meet local people 
• Footpath, hall 
• Meeting places with parking 
• Post office 
• Post office, youth facilities 
• New Parish Hall 
• Play area/accessibility to bakers park and old/new parts of village 
• Footpath between ogwell, old village & west ogwell 
• Health Centre/Doctors 
• Surgery 
• The existing facilities should be supported and improved rather than build on green 

field sites. 
 
Question 7. ‘Other?’ comments 
 

• Village Shop + Tea House 
• Farm shop + community project 
• Mains gas to canada hill 
• Expand school capacity 

 
Question 10. Any comments? 
 

• Thanks for getting it together, look forward to being a part of it. 
• Parish Council has improved! Maybe actions will now follow. Why worry about 

school getting bigger when so many drive in from out of the parish? 
• Utilize 'Conitor' site in Denbury Lane for community centre as accessible for Ogwell 

Brook, Reynell & Larksmead 
• Thank you for organising this event 
• Need more help and support for the pre-school and community 
• Give it a try 
• I admire your enthusiasm and wish you well but you will be faced with apathy from 

most of the community. I am prepared to assist in any way I can. 
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• We need to connect with old village via a footpath 
• WE NEED A PLAN! 
• I think neighbourhood plan is needed to protect and develop future of village. 
• I am willing to help, just say. 
• Happy to help with youth facilities 


