
Dear local resident, 
 
You will recall that we recently wrote to you about the future of a patch of land which the current landowners 
wish to develop. We now attach for your further information: 
 
1 Letter received from the landowners which we invited as part of the consultation 
2 Summary of responses we have received from local 
   residents to our subsequent “mini-questionnaire, and 
3 Proposed text to insert in the next draft of our Neighbourhood Plan 
 
We will be holding a session in the Spring to go through a revised draft of the Neighbourhood Plan, and 
would welcome your attendance, in the meantime, if you have any further comments/queries, please come 
along to one of our Steering Group meetings  or give me a ring on 01626 369478. 
 
best wishes, 
Peter Farrell, Secretary, Ogwell Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.  
 
1 Letter received from landowners which we invited and forms part of  
the mini- consultation 
 
Proposed Development of Land at Canada Hill, Ogwell.  
 
Kingsdart Projects Ltd. is intending to commence discussions with Teignbridge Planning Authority early in 2016 with a view to 
submitting plans for the residential development of the above site. The site has been vacant for many years and at present, is untidy 
scrubland that has been used as a dumping ground for garden waste etc.  
 
It is considered that this land is an important part of the village that could be considerably enhanced with a carefully designed 
housing scheme or possibly other forms of development, such as a nursing home or affordable housing. 
 
The developers would welcome receiving the views of the Parish Council and from the village neighbourhood plan steering 
committee and these views would be taken into consideration when discussions commence. 
 
R.Benns and J.C.Gates      Directors – Kingsdart Projects Ltd. 

 
2 Brief Summary of Responses to Mini-Consultation Feb 2016 

 
1 Letter sent to immediate neighbours of area of “scrub land” situated halfway up hill  
    ie approx 30 properties. As of today, Wednesday 17th Feb, 16 households (20 named      
   people)  have responded, a response rate of over 50%.  
   Closing date for responses was Friday, 12th Feb. 
 
2 Do you support the development of this site? 
 
2.1    5 people responding felt that a small scale development , in keeping with existing 
         properties, could enhance the local environment, with associated improvements to 
         roads, parking, footpath/cycleways, lighting and mains gas supply. 
 
2.2    4 more respondents preferred no development but saw benefit in some small scale 
         sympathetic build  ( bungalows and retirement homes mentioned positively, but 
         “community facility” not supported)  if it was well designed and landscaped.   
        They also identified issues to be addressed if any development did proceed 
         ie to roads, drainage, parking, street lights and maybe new allotment space. 
 
2.3    The remaining 11 respondents clearly prefer to retain open space and/or 
         reinstate woodland.They also point out the knock on effects of potential  
         development on roads and drainage, also the need to provide street  
         lighting, footpaths/cycleways and mains gas supply. 
         Allotments again mentioned as a potential enhancement, by several. 
 
3  A high response rate therefore, with the majority, 75%, of people responding, not in  



   favour of any development.  
 
4  It could also be said that 45% of the respondents saw some benefit to be gained by  
    limited development with caveats, many of which would have significant cost  
    implications.                                                                            Peter Farrell   17/02/16 
 
3 Proposed revised text for Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Following consideration of the questionnaire returns, as summarised above, it is clear that  the majority of 
those consulted were not in favour of development and the Steering Group consider that  Neighbourhood 
Plan should reflect this. The Steering Group would like to propose that  local residents consider proactively 
pursuing the retention/improvement of the land as community open space. There is much advice available on 
this approach and we recommend the residents come together drawing on guidance from the Community 
Land Advisory Service and others. We have drafted the following statement to appear in the next draft of the 
Neighbourhood Plan, currently in preparation…  
Development of the site  was the subject of further consultation with the land owner and the community. The land owner 
has expressed interest to develop the site for housing. The majority of responses from the community surrounding the 
site were against such development. Most residents would like to see the site retained as local open space or community 
green space. This space would comprise: 

  

·         Reinstatement of former woodland 

·         Allotments 

·         Improved access 

·         Improvements to the surrounding roads and drainage. 

Although most of the community were against housing  some saw the benefit of a small scale housing development on 
part of the site. This would help fund the open space improvements. It was also suggested that the existing landowner be 
approached to sell the land to the surrounding community. This approach would help deliver a sustainable solution for 
the site. To achieve this aim the community have been advised to follow  guidance from the Community Land Advisory 
Service http://en.communitylandadvice.org.uk and from the Eden Project (An Eden Project Field Guide to Community 
Green Spaces 2015) If housing were considered as a secondary use of the site it must address the local needs as 
outlined in Housing Policy H01. The open space improvements should also respect Environment Policy E04 


