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REPORT: PROPOSED FOOTPATH @ CANADA HILL, OGWELL. 
 
Introduction 
At the request of Councillor Stuart Barker, a site meeting was held at Canada Hill, 
Ogwell at 14:00 on Tuesday 27th October 2009.  
At that meeting were:- 
Councillor Stuart Barker – DCC 
Mr Alex Morrison – Ogwell Action Group 
Ms Hazel Powell – Resident 
Peter Brunt – DCC Area South 
 
The main purpose of the meeting was to walk the length of a proposed footway, that 
the Ogwell Action Group was requesting, and to identify and discuss any issues that 
arose from that meeting. 
 
The proposed footway was to run alongside a section of Ogwell Road to join up with 
an existing footway running southeast into Margaret Road, Ogwell. This would 
enable residents in that section of Canada Hill to walk to the school and other 
amenities in the immediate area and also into Newton Abbot. 
 
Route Analysis 
For the purpose of this report, the length of the proposed footway has been divided 
into sections so as to identify specific issues associated with the formation of the 
proposed footway. 
 
Section 1 – Treneath 
The existing footway terminates to the south-eastern boundary of the property known 
as Treneath. The carriageway width at this location, stretching for around 25 metres, 
reduces from around 6 metres to about 4 metres. To enable a 1.2 metre path to be 
established it would be required to acquire part of the entire length of the frontage of 
this property to enable the road to be widened and the footpath formed. The 
formation of a virtual footway at this location, as suggested by Ogwell Action Group, 
would not be appropriate and would be deemed entirely unsafe by placing 
pedestrians at risk, whilst giving them a false sense of security.. 
It is estimated that if the owner of Treneath was amenable to the formation of a 
footway, the cost of acquisition of the land, the formation of a new access compliant 
with current safety standards and the construction of a new boundary wall and 
footpath could cost in the order of £45,000 - £55,000. 
 
Section 2 – Land to the rear of Canada Hill Community Primary School 
This section of verge from the kerb-line to the boundary hedge is around 
60metres in length and in the ownership of the County Council. While transfer 
of the maintenance of the land to highway authority is probable, the resulting 
works to create a footway would cost in the region of £5,000 to £10,000, 
including the cost of re-profiling the verge, forming the footway and reinstating 
the hedge. Although suggested by the Ogwell Action Group, it would be 
inadvisable to create a new access to the school at this location, as this would 
inevitably become a convenient children drop-off point with the resulting 
adverse effect on traffic flow.  Although not discussed with the school, 
experience elsewhere has indicated that additional access onto school 
property does have security implications. 
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Section 3 – Road Boundary to Canada Farm House & Elmswood Barn 
This section of frontage is a combination of narrow grass verge, hedge bank and 
stone wall over a distance of approximately 55 metres containing 2 concealed 
entrances with limited visibility. The extent of HMPE is to the carriageway kerb – line 
and as such the establishment of a 1.2m footway would require the acquisition of 
private land and the formation of new private entranceways to current design 
standards. Unfortunately, the end wall Elmswood Barn is extremely close to the 
existing carriageway which would compromise the width of the footway at this point.  
Due to the complex nature of this section, it is not possible to give an all embracing 
estimate of cost but at a very rough guess £35,000 - £65,000 could very well result. 
 
Section 4 – Elmswood Lodge to Cleavelands 
This section of carriageway verge contains a length of 70metres of medium to dense 
hedge and tree growth which has extended over the kerb-line in places. The extent of 
the width of the verge to the centre of the hedge/tree growth is estimated to be 
around a metre to 1.5 metres. The extent of the carriageway, according to records is 
to the kerb-line only.  
 
Beyond the centre of the hedge/tree line the ground begins to drop away 
progressively from the entrance of Elmswood lodge to Cleavelands. 
 
The cost of providing a 1.2 metre footway along this section will not only require the 
acquisition of private land but also the construction of a retaining wall and protective 
fence along with earthworks. Again, due to the difficult topographical nature of this 
section, it is not possible to give an all embracing estimate of cost but at a very rough 
guess £80,000 - £100,000 could be envisaged.   
 
Section 5 – Verge opposite to Ross Lynne to Little Lyfield 
The majority of the length of verge is bounded by a 1.5 – 2.0 metre high hedge 
beyond which there lies a field/paddock. The length of this section of kerbed footway 
would be in the order of 130 metres in length and would involve the acquisition of 
private land and the reinstatement of the hedge. Estimated cost would be in the order 
of £70,000 to £90,000. 
 
Report Summary 
The estimated costs to establish a footway along this section of carriageway in 
Canada Hill, Ogwell is a very much an outline estimate. This is on the basis that 
without a more detailed survey of the route, including land ownership, etc., there are 
many uncertainties. Notwithstanding, it would be fair to say that a cost of this scheme 
could be in excess of £200,000.   
 
One of the single biggest elements of this outline estimate is the necessary 
accommodation works to support the land acquisition i.e. the formation of new 
entrances to private properties. There could be some saving on the estimate if 
residents were willing to donate land, likewise the topographical survey could show 
savings on the retaining structures/works necessary, but these would still be a small 
percentage of the total cost. 
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