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A brighter future for Ogwell 

Ogwell  
Ogwell is a small community situated midway between the South Devon coast and the Dartmoor National 
Park, and close to the market town of Newton Abbot 

The parish consists of East and West Ogwell, with some 2,500 residents occupying just over 1000 
dwellings.  The majority of the population is to be found in East Ogwell which includes 150 homes of the old 
village of East Ogwell and roughly 650 homes to the east of Canada Hill.  Most of these homes are on the 
new estate which was constructed during the late 1980s to 2000.  The remainder of the parish population 
live in rural areas.   

History  
Records reveal that East and West Ogwell have been in existence for many thousands of years. A 
settlement has been in East Ogwell since the 5th or 6th century AD, when a small Christian site with a 
graveyard existed, probably on the site of what is now St BartholomewQs church. Even earlier evidence, in 
the form of prehistoric field boundaries and circular huts, survives on the village green. 

In May, 1595, records say the 
greater part of the village was 
destroyed by fire, but later 
evidence shows a good 
recovery into a strong and quite 
self-sufficient communityU..in 
fact by 1868, although still 
mainly agricultural, the parish 
boasted a mill, and several 
quarries of limestone, along with 
iron, manganese, and marble of 
a very fine quality.  

Where we are today 
As with all communities, the economy and infrastructure has changed over time. Where once the old part of 
East Ogwell boasted a mill, a bakers, a school, and, more recently, a shop and post office, these are now 
gone V only the pub and church remain, along with the Memorial Hall (the village hall).   The modern part of 
East Ogwell has a school and a shop, but no post office or community centre.  

Of the working population of Ogwell Parish (1105 people) 76% travel to work by car and their average daily 
commute is 16.7km.  This commuting reduces opportunities for participation in the community; however the 
school, pre-school, church and village clubs provide a focus for social activity for many.  The village is 
serviced by an hourly bus route which runs from 7:30 to 18:30 - the ridership being primarily retired 
residents going into Newton Abbot for shopping.  A mobile library visits the village once a fortnight.

  Introduction 

2 



The Ogwell Parish Plan                                              2008                                        A Brighter Future for Ogwell  

 

Clubs and societies 
 
There are some thriving social clubs in the village including  

- WomenQs Institute 

- Tennis Club 

- Garden Club 

- Bell Ringers 

- Luncheon club 

The village hall also hosts the pre-school (toddlers) group, parish council meetings and social events. 

ThereQs also a strong Neighbourhood Watch Scheme V in fact over 50% of those responding to the 
questionnaire belong to the scheme. 

Canada Hill Community Primary School, with more than 300 pupils, is one of the most successful and 
popular in the area.  It provides a community focus for many families, and events such as the annual 
Christmas concerts in the village hall and church are enjoyed by everyone.  However, for the school year 
ending 2007, more than 45% of the children going to Canada Hill School come in from outside the 
catchment area.  As a result a considerable number of children come to school by car resulting in 
increased traffic through the estate and along Ogwell Road.  Traffic calming measures in 2008 improved 
the safety situation along Abbotsridge Drive; however the large number of cars remains an issue. 

Geographical stumbling block 

Sharing the facilities in the village is no mean feat V because dividing the community of East Ogwell is a hill 
over which a narrow road runs, without a footpath. On one side of the hill is the old village, and on the 
other side is the larger, more newly developed part of the village.  Residents and schoolchildren find it 
impossible to access facilities on each side of the hill on foot.  Walking to school, the village hall, the 
church or the pub is neither easy nor safe. 

Even though the distance is less than a kilometre, Devon County Council provides a free bus service to 
drive children from the old village to the primary school because the walk is too dangerous.  The majority of 
the children attending the pre-school playgroup in the Memorial Hall come from homes on the East side of 
Canada Hill and all arrive by car.  In addition to lost opportunities for exercise and enjoying the community, 
this results in significant car parking problems in the old village as there is no dedicated parking for the 
Memorial Hall. 

Demographics 
In 2001 there were 2753 people living in 
Ogwell with a healthy mix of families, 
retirees, couples and singles.  88% of 
people in Ogwell live in owner-occupied 
housing.   14% of the population of Og-
well is retirement aged, while 24% of 
the respondents to the questionnaire 
described themselves as retired.   
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Population of Ogwell (2001) 

People aged 75 and over 

People aged 65 - 74 

People aged 45 - 64 

People aged 25 - 44 

People aged 16 - 24 

People aged 5 - 15 

People aged 0 - 4 
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Background 
Ogwell has been asked to make a plan for its future V one that incorporates the wishes of the residents, but 
which is practical and achievable. 

Local residents were asked by the parish council to form a group to get the parish plan in place.   With the 
support of the Parish Council, the Community Council of Devon, Teignbridge District Council, and Devon 
County Council, the Ogwell Action Group was formed in spring 2006. Our mission has been to enable 
everyone in the parish to have a say on how the community should develop, and produce a blueprint which 
will preserve, enhance and develop the village, aiming for a better quality of life for all. For the purposes of 
communication and inspiration this fledgling document was entitled the bOgwell Action PlanQ. 

The Action Group have been reporting regularly to the Parish Council, which is ultimately responsible for 
the plan and the actioning of the projects contained therein. 

Community involvement and communication 

It was important to get the community on board and make the plan a recognisable bbrandQ they could 
identify with. 

�� Local children designed the Action Plan logo 

Children at the Canada Hill local infants/junior school were asked to take 
part in a competition to design a suitable logo for the plan V which could 
be used on communications, display boards, and in the plan itself.  

They were asked to base their design on dA brighter future for Ogwelle.  
There were some great ideas, a winner was chosen, and the logo 
adopted. An article about it appeared in the local press, and at the same 
time the children and their parents became more aware of the plan in progress.  

�� Parish Magazine 

Regular updates have been going into the parish magazine, and there is a close 
link between the Action Plan Group and the church V which actually is responsible 
for the monthly publication of the magazine. 

�� Distribution 

The volunteers who distribute the parish magazine, along with neighbourhood 
watch members, and members of the Action Plan Group, have substantially been 
responsible for delivering flyers and communications about the planQs progress. 

They have been a fantastic team in getting information out across a widely spread 
and, in places, a very rural parish.  

�� Parish Council 

Each meeting of the parish council has received an update on the plan, although several members 
of the parish council have been present within the Action Plan Group, so feedback has been regular 
and detailed. All parish plan updates have been included on the parish noticeboards.  

�� Website 

There is a small Action Plan website giving plan progress updates, where the questionnaire is 
lodged, along with the results, and the plan itself will be going on to the Ogwell Parish Council 
website. 

Making a plan for Ogwell 
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In order to determine the priorities of the residents of Ogwell, a two-part information gathering effort was 
undertaken. 

Part 1 - Research 

To find out the issues that were important to local people, a one-page flyer was hand delivered to 
every house in the parish asking for the areas of major interest and concern. In addition, people 
who had significant comments were met with, and in some cases co-opted onto, the action group. 

Part 2 - Questionnaire  

Based on the responses, a more detailed questionnaire was drawn up which focused on the areas 
highlighted as being most important to Ogwell residents V again a copy went to every household, 
and contained questions for every age group. To incentivise the maximum return of the 
questionnaires, respondents were invited to take part in a free draw, sponsored by local businesses.  

A fantastic response rate (50%) was received from the questionnaire, a higher than average rate for this 
kind of community activity.  A summary of findings was produced and distributed to every home in the 
parish.  This summary gave everyone the chance to comment on or change the basic issues identified, and 
the key items went on to form the basis of the action plan. 

 

Following this consultation the Plan for Ogwell has been produced.  

  What sort of projects should go into the plan? 

  Research 

  Analysis and Results 
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Ogwell Fair _ 2008 

The Ogwell Fair held on the green in the summer of 2008 gave the group a chance to share 
that information and give an idea of the projects that would be put into the plan. It also gave 
the public a chance to express interest in particular projects and bvolunteerQ to become 
involved with issues that interested them the most. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments that came back from the fair included massive support for a safe footpath over the hill to 
keep the community linked, thus making better use of facilities on both sides of the hill. 



The Ogwell Parish Plan                                              2008                                        A Brighter Future for Ogwell  

 
 

Projects 
The analysed questionnaire results have been sorted and graded into realistic projects. Some will be easily 
achievable bquick fixesQ, others will require time and funding. 

 

Since the publishing of the questionnaire and the summary, several key items were identified as 
immediately bdo-ableQ, and have been actioned, including road safety improvements outside the school, and 
provision of an extra noticeboard outside the village shop. 

Issues highlighted by the parish survey have been divided into eight different categories: 

 

�� Traffic calming 

�� Footpaths and cycleways 

�� Children and Youth 

�� Community services  

�� Community safety 

�� Leisure and Recreation 

�� Environment 

�� Communications 

 

 

Each of these sections has been broken down into possible projects for `actioningT 

 

Ogwell Parish Plan 
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What people want 

�� More than 75% of those who responded would like to see 
an alternative form of traffic calming in the Ogwell Road 
area. 

�� The most popular alternative option for speed calming in 
this area was electric breduce your speedQ signs followed 
closely by a priority system (chicanes). 

�� The majority of residents questioned felt the village would 
benefit from a 20mph speed limit. 

Objectives 

�� To influence Devon County Council Highways 
Department to find an alterative measure to the existing 
road humps. 

�� To lobby the Highways Department to investigate 
appropriate traffic calming measures throughout the 
village. 

�� To continue to support the School Travel Plan in itQs 
voluntary one-way system. 

Recommendations 

�� Inform Devon County Council Highways 
Department of survey results regarding 
humps and seek alternative measures. 

�� Carry out and publicise traffic flow and 
speed survey in Ogwell Road area as 
evidence to support reduction in speed limit. 

Quick wins  

�� The group was pleased that the 
questionnaire results have already 
contributed to achieving the traffic calming 
measures within the School Travel Plan. 

  Project: TRAFFIC CALMING 
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 "The road humps down Ogwell Road are dangerous 4 people drive in the middle at 
speed8 

"Humps slow down ambulances and fire engines8 

"It would help the traffic situation if the bus left the school using its normal route 
and not against the traffic flow into Margaret Road.8 

"Buttercombe Close needs BChildren PlayingE signage8 
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What people want 

�� The majority (86%) of respondents support the urgent need 
for a safe, lit pathway over Canada Hill bringing both parts of 
the village together. 

�� The most popular reason for a footpath over Canada Hill was 
the desire for country walks beyond Ogwell.  Residents 
would also use the path for walking to the green, the pub, the 
village hall, the shop and the school.  

�� Other popular footpath and cycle routes identified are Bakers 
Park, Ogwell Mill/Bradley Woods and Ogwell Cross/
Abbotskerswell. 

 

Objectives 

�� To continue to lobby Devon County Council with evidence 
of support for footpath over Canada Hill. 

�� To establish contact with the National Trust regarding                    
footpaths on their land. 

�� To approach private land owners with regard to 
maintenance of existing footpaths and creation of new ones. 

 

 

 

Recommendations 

�� Inform and emphasise to Parish, District and County Councils 
the Ogwell residentsQ view regarding the need for footpaths 
and cycle paths around the parish. 

�� Conduct a feasibility study into the creation of a footpath over 
Canada Hill. 

 

  Project: FOOTPATHS and CYCLEWAYS 
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"Having footpaths and Cycle Paths that are safe would be of enormous benefit to 
the residents young and old8 

"Canada Hill is too narrow and walkers and cyclists are on the hill with dogs and 
children8 

"This is a divided village8 
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What people want 

�� Adults outlined that a football club, a new play 
park, youth club/café, cubs/scouts and school holiday 
club would be most beneficial for the younger 
members of the parish. 

�� Under 16Qs outlined that a football club, a new play 
park, youth club/café and skateboard park would be 
most beneficial for the younger members of the parish. 

 

Objectives 

�� To provide more activities and facilities for the youth of this village. 

�� To identify a suitable indoor venue for a future youth club/café. 

�� To promote the setting up of a new youth club. 

�� To encourage volunteers to assist in the running of the youth club. 

�� To improve the play areas and facilities and provide more sport and 
play opportunities for children of all ages within our community. 

�� To liaise with the school to set up extended school services including a school holiday club. 

Recommendations 

�� Encourage the school to send out a survey to 
confirm the need for extended school hours and 
holiday club. 

�� Investigate with the Recreational Trust and local 
authorities the feasibility of funding for youth 
facilities. 

�� Investigate possibility of setting up a local 
football team. 

  Project: CHILDREN and YOUTH 
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"Older children have nowhere to go and meet8 

"Cycling Proficiency provisions needed8 

"The area of green opposite the school entrance 
has become an unofficial play area 4 this is 
dangerous8 

"We should be able to run a youth club in a village 
of this size8 
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What people want 

�� The majority of residents responding wanted a mobile Post Office service. 

�� Two thirds felt the parish would benefit from a farm 
shop. 

�� Lots of people would like to see car boot sales on a 
monthly basis. 

�� 61% responding would like a more frequent mobile 
library service. 

�� Nearly half those asked want an improved direct 
bus service to Newton Abbot railway station, later buses 
from the town and a more frequent bus service. 

 

Objectives 

�� To improve bus services to Newton Abbot for 
commuters. 

�� Increase the frequency of the mobile library in the 
parish. 

�� Work with Abbotskerswell/Coach Road allotment 
associations with a view to setting up a local farm 
shop. 

 

Recommendations 

�� Contact Devon County Council Library services 
regarding potential to increase mobile services to 
the parish. 

�� Work with Teignbridge District Council on developing additional/increased services for the parish. 

�� Ask the Allotment Association for help in setting up an Ogwell Parish Allotment co-operative. 

�� Arrange a committee to organise regular car boot sales. 

�� Contact Post Office Counters Ltd regarding possibility of a mobile post office regularly visiting the 
villages. 

  Project: COMMUNITY SERVICES 
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"Farm shop in the old village8 

"A post office to be run by the community, to include paper delivery!8 

"How about a co-operative of locally grown produce from keen gardeners8 

"Extend the bus route to the railway station and add an evening service8 
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What people want 

�� Nearly everyone (91%) responding would like to see an annual summer fete. 

�� 75% of respondents want to see more activities in 
the Memorial Hall. 

�� And a third of those asked would be willing to help 
with organised events. 

�� The most popular activities people would attend/
take part in are: 

- Village barbeque 

- Evening classes 

- Cinema nights 

- Keep fit  

 

Objectives 

�� Develop a Parish Social Committee with a view to 
organising future events. 

 

Recommendations 

�� Recruit new members for the Parish Social 
Committee. 

�� Work with Memorial Hall Secretary to develop more 
activities at the Hall. 

  Project: LEISURE and RECREATION 
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"Coffee morning in Memorial Hall once a month for village funds 4 bring and buy,  

 raffle etc8 

 "Coach trips to be organised for away days/weekend breaks 4 Blackpool lights,  

 Majestic Coach Travel8 

"Weekly or monthly morning drop in centre for newcomers to the area to get to 
know  everyone.  Open to existing residents if so desired for all of us to keep in 
touch8 

"Perhaps a little café in the new part of the village (the old part has the pub) it 
could be combined with some sort of shop (not in competition with the Country 
Pannier)8 
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What people want 

�� Before the advent of PCSOs, 73% responding did not feel there was adequate police presence in 
the village (since the introduction of PCSOs were introduced this statistic may well have changed). 

�� 86% responding would like to see no cold-calling zones. 

 

Objectives 

�� Implement no cold-calling opportunities for householders through the 
village. 

�� Work with PCSOs to improve community involvement and co-operation. 

 

Recommendations 

�� Parish Council to continue to invite community police to meetings on a 
regular basis. 

 

Quick Wins 

�� If possible, provide bNo cold calling signsQ to each household in the 
village. 

 

 

 

 

 

  Project: COMMUNITY SAFETY 
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"Crack down on Bboy racersE speeding in Ogwell8 

"Safer roads so children can walk to school in safety8 

"No cold calling zones with display signs up8 

"A lot more police presence which has nearly stopped since 
PC Schofield has left the area8 

"Regular conspicuous visits from community Police forming a 
good liaison with local residents8 
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 What people want 

�� The majority of the respondents wanted better policing of dog fouling. 

�� Two thirds thought weed control could be improved. 

�� Nearly 50% would like to see provision of more on-street litter bins. 

�� More than half of residents wanted to try reduced late night street lighting. 

�� And many would like a welcome gateway to the community with flower beds. 

Objectives 

�� Increase the number of dog waste bins across the parish and more 
signage. 

�� Increase the number of litter bins across the area. 

�� Improve weed control. 

�� Midnight turnoff trial for street lights. 

�� Put a welcome gateway in place. 

Recommendations 

�� Liaise with Teignbridge Council  

o Dogs - request extra dog waste bins and litter bins, better and more signage 

o Weeds - identify problem spots and request improved weed control 

�� Liaise with Devon County Council on trial street light midnight turn off. 

�� Liaise with Teignbridge/Devon CC and Ogwell Gardening Club about a welcome gateway V find 
sponsors for planting. 

Quick wins 

�� Organise a community litter pick and sign cleaning to improve local street scenery. 

  Project: ENVIRONMENT 
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Definitely a nature reserve and more walks/footpaths8 

"More flower beds 4 especially on village approaches8 

 "Monthly community litter collections8 

"Improved environment 4 community composting scheme8 

 "Provide bags/pooper scoopers free of charge for dog 
walkers8 

"A dog fouling bin on the Jolly Sailor side of the village and 
on the green8 

"The village needs tidying up 4 itEs getting very scruffy8  
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What people want 

�� When asked how they would like to be kept in touch with 
the community, and upcoming events, the most popular 
means were: 

- Parish newsletter (leaflet) delivered to every home 

- Flyers for special events  

- Free magazine 

�� Up-to-date and more notice boards - nearly 60% of respondents would read notices outside the 
Country Pannier. 

�� If a website was up and running, the key items of interest would be: 

- Directory of local service providers 

- Information about social clubs and activities 

- Local planning applications and Parish Council news 

- Welcome packs for new arrivals 

 Objectives 

�� Keep residents in touch via a free leaflet delivered to homes, or flyers or a free parish magazine. 

�� Provide a noticeboard outside the Country Pannier, and keep parish noticeboards up to date. 

�� Start a village website up with a directory of local services, events, news and parish council info. 

�� Review the possibility of providing village welcome packs. 

 Recommendations 

�� Find the best way of providing free printed information to householders. 

�� Ask the parish council to provide an extra noticeboard 
outside the shop. 

�� Ask the parish council to set up the village website.  

�� Research possible welcome pack alternatives. 

 Quick wins 

�� Provide a noticeboard outside the Country Pannier. 

�� Get the parish council website on-line. 

 

  Project: COMMUNICATIONS 
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 "A free parish magazine for all8 

"A monthly timetable of local events8  

 "Develop a website, with timetables, planning information, upcoming events, etc8 

"How about a community directory8 

"An on-line community forum8 
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As a result of research for the plan some issues were identified, that local residents felt quite strongly 
about, but are almost impossible to change. 

Parking at the Memorial Hall 

Lots of people thought that there was insufficient parking at the Memorial Hall. 

Although we canQt change the amount of parking available for the hall, we could encourage the 
school to be available for more meetings, and for those special community events being held in the 
hall - perhaps a bPark and RideQ or special event coach could collect people from round the village 
and deliver them to the hall V for reasonable cost. 

Outreach centre/GP surgery 

Two thirds of those who responded felt there was a need for a GP surgery or health centre in the 
parish V which could be used also by a visiting Citizens Advice Bureau adviser, a chiropodist or 
other health professional, and which could perhaps be used in the evening as a youth centre. 

The practicalities of getting such a facility up and running make this difficult to achieve (lack of  a 
suitable building) V unless the village hall could be utilised V but the majority of the local population 
is on the modern beastQ side of the village, so special transport would have to be organised. 
Unfortunately this is too big an issue to be tackled in the parish plan, but could definitely go forward 
as a challenge for a higher authority. 

Mains gas supply  

About a third of parish residents arenQt on mains gas. Unfortunately this isnQt something the parish 
plan can tackle, itQs a case of private individuals negotiating with Transco. 
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  Other issues 

No change is OK too! 
And some things donTt need changing at all. When you think about it, thereTs a lot 
of good things going for Ogwell, which many other villages just donTt have. 

The village is a pretty safe place, with a very low crime record, and plenty to offer. 
ItTs blessed with a tranquil location, surrounded as it is on three sides by 
woodland and farmland. It has good connections with neighbouring towns via the 
A381, road and rail networks, and itTs twenty minutes from the sea and twenty 
minutes from Dartmoor. We have an excellent school, a lovely church, a shop and 
a pub. So itTs a case of enjoying what weTve got, but at the same time making a 
great place even better! 



The Ogwell Parish Plan                                              2008                                        A Brighter Future for Ogwell  

 

Positive results already 
 

As a result of the preparations for this plan, local residents have become aware of whatQs good and whatQs 
missing within the village. This plan has brought people together, through discussion and consultation, and 
gives us the opportunity to work as a closer community in the future. 
 

What next? 
 

Some interesting facts came out of the research. As a parish we recognised our weaknesses and strengths 
and found some real opportunities for improvement. 
These highlighted issues, if implemented over the next few years, could be of real benefit to the parish.  
This is particularly relevant as Ogwell is about to get bigger V in terms of housing and population. Planning 
permission has been granted for an extra 192 dwellings in the modern part of East Ogwell, and work has 
started on the new development (September 2008). This will mean more families, more youth and an even 
greater need for more and improved access to facilities.  
So we need to make sure we get the plan in place and projects on the move as soon as we can.  
But remember V this is a flexible plan. Ongoing changes to our everyday environment mean that we will 
have to adapt and react to new challenges. So projects may need to be expanded upon, or new ideas 
added.  
 

Timescales 
 

ItQs very hard to put timescales on the projects identified. Obviously the sooner the better, whilst they are 
fresh in everyoneQs minds. Some projects have already started, some will be quick wins, and some will take 
lots of research, persuading, and public funding or village fundraising.  
The planQs success will depend largely on the level of involvement and commitment the community can 
provide. The Parish Council are now the guardians of the plan, but canQt action it all by themselves.  
 

Actioning the Parish Plan 
 

The plan is nothing without you _ please help to make it work! 
 

You can make a difference 
 

If you would like more information about any of the projects, or would like to get involved, please get in 
touch with any member of the parish council, or contact Alex Morrison from the Ogwell Action Group.  
Tel: 01626 333437, email OgwellActionGroup@pinetreecottage.freeserve.co.uk 
 
 
 
 

 

The Ogwell Action Group would like to thank the following sponsors V St BartholomewQs Church, The 
Country Pannier, The Jolly Sailor and Prickly Ball Farm. 
 
 

The following organisations are also thanked for their financial support and encouragement in the creation 
of this plan, and respectfully requested for their continued support as we try to get our projects under way. 

 

Community Council of Devon 

           

  Summary 
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